Sample Invitation for Use by Urban Indian Organizations

[Date]

[Full Name of Elected Official]

[Address]

Dear [Elected Official or Community Leader]:

On behalf of [Your Organization Name], I would like to invite you to join us for our National American Indian and Alaska Native Suicide Prevention Hope for Life Day event. The event will take place on [Day], [Date] at [Time] at [Location].

Native communities bear the largest burden of suicide among all racial/ethnic groups in the United States, with our Native youth being disproportionately affected. In Native communities, as in other communities, suicide affects not just the people who lose their lives, but also those who are left to survive: parents, siblings, friends, families, and communities. Stigma regarding mental health and suicide is also a pressing issue affecting Native communities. National efforts to increase public awareness about how suicide affects Indian Country are therefore greatly needed. 

The National American Indian and Alaska Native Hope for Life Day provides the opportunity to increase awareness, equip communities with tools for community engagement, focus on our Native youth, and spotlight current efforts towards Native suicide prevention.
I would be happy to have you welcome the crowd and speak about the importance of Hope for Life Day in [community name] and throughout the nation. Other speakers at the event will include: [List Event Speakers].

Thank you for your interest and consideration of this invitation. Please contact me with any questions or comments you may have about this event at [phone number and email]. I will call your office next week to follow up and provide you with additional information.

Sincerely,

[Name and title]

[Phone number, email address, etc.]

